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HOMILY OF HIS EXCELLENCY
THE MOST REVEREND
SALVATORE R. MATANO
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As one of my greatest consolations as Shepherd of the Diocese of
Burlington, there looms large the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration,
Carthusian monastery. It is a
great source of encouragement
to know that throughout the
entire hours of the day, when
the world is asleep, when lives
busily are engaged in a myriad
of activities, in times of stress
and anxiety, in times of turmoil
or tranquility, in sum, at all
life’s moments, this monastery
is praying for us and for our
intentions. The rhythm of this monastery’s prayer life does not change;
rather it remains constant in its intercession on our behalf.

THE ANNUNCIATION

Deeply devoted to the Mother
of God, the monks of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration imitate
Mary’s virtues of fidelity, acceptance of God’s will, humility and
a firm attachment to the Word made
flesh. As Mary held the true Christ
in her hands and embraced Him in
her heart, so the monks each day at
Holy Mass behold the true Christ,
body, blood, soul and divinity, and
make for Him a home in their hearts.
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Today, all the Church rejoices on this Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Saint Andrew of Crete writes: “Today the Virgin is born and formed and prepared for her role as Mother of God,
Who is the Universal King of the Ages. Therefore let all creation sing
and unite to make worthy contribution to the celebration of this day.
Today, this created world is raised to the dignity of a holy place for
Him Who made all things. The creature is newly prepared to be a divine dwelling place for the Creator.” As Mary became a tabernacle
for the Word made flesh, so, too, all God’s children in the ages to follow would be tabernacles for His Son. Our poor, frail human nature
would become a temple for the Divine One in the reception of the
Most Holy Eucharist.
In choosing Mary to be His Mother, God, in turn, gave us the extraordinary gift of allowing His Mother to be our Mother. As the drama of salvation culminates on Golgotha, the hearts of those who read
with sincerity the unfolding of this transcendent sacrificial moment
cannot help but be moved. And the stirrings of the human heart erupt
at those words of Jesus to His
Mother and to His Beloved Disciple: “Woman, behold your son.”
“Son, behold your Mother” (John
19:26). In that Sacred Heart upon
the Cross, there continues to beat
the Savior’s undying love for us
as He allows us now to embrace
Mary as our Mother.
How well Jesus understood
the love of a mother for the child
of her womb. There are in a
mother’s love the natural elements of self-donation, loyalty,
protection, sacrifice and firmness
of heart. These are all brought to
perfection in the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who from her place in
heaven takes us under her care. As the human heart of Christ was perfect in His love for Mary, so His divine heart in His love for Mary
breaks the restrictions of time and space and the Son grants us the
privilege to share in His love for His Mother as her adopted sons and
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daughters. And, in turn, Mary allows us to share in her deep faith in
her Son. She invites us to enter more deeply into the life of her Son by
following her example of profound faith. As the Mother of God, Mary
is not removed from our lives, but because she is the Mother of God,
she understands us, her children, with a comprehension beyond imagination.
Wherever there is faith, there is the
example of Mary, because the Mother
of God lived by faith as the Scriptures
remind us so many times: at Bethlehem,
in Nazareth, in Egypt, seeking the Child
in the Temple, at Cana, listening to Jesus preach, herself lost in the crowd, in
anguish on the way to Calvary, at the
foot of the Cross, and finally in the
Cenacle.
Wherever there is hope, it is in imitation of Mary, sustained by the Spirit
to Whom she had been obedient. WherLAMENTATION
ever there is love, there is the Mother of
God, cradling the newborn Savior in her arms, receiving His terribly
bruised body as it is taken down from the Cross and the Mother of
Sorrows holds out her arms to cradle anew her dead Son. Her love
would deeply move poets, artists, saints and sinners, the weak and the
strong, the hopeful and the hopeless. Of her, Chaucer would write:
“Lady! Thy goodness, thy magnificence,
thy virtue, and thy great humility,
Surpass all science and all utterance
My knowledge is so weak, O blissful Queen!
To tell abroad thy mighty worthiness,
That I the weight of it may not sustain.”
Today, in honoring the Mother of God we beg her intercession
that her Son will bless this Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. We
also ask the intercession of Saint Bruno, who founded the Carthusian
Order. Born in 1030 in Cologne, Germany, Saint Bruno would in his
adult life embrace the priestly vocation and as an ordained priest become a professor of theology at Rheims. He was head of the school
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and chancellor of the Diocese. He supported Pope Gregory VII in his
efforts to reform the clergy. Throughout his priestly life he longed for
a life of solitude and the opportunity
to immerse himself completely in contemplation of the Divine. In a desert
area near Grenoble, France, in the
mountain range of Chartreuse, he
gathered together some friends and
there they built an oratory and some
small hermitages and so was founded
the Carthusian Order.
How blessed we are in this Diocese of Burlington to have The Charterhouse of the Transfiguration, a Carthusian Monastery, here in our midst.
On this mountain, prayers continue to
go forth on our behalf, asking God’s
blessings upon us, pleading His Divine mercy, and taking to the heart of
Christ the intentions of so many: those
SAINT BRUNO [18 CENTURY]
abandoned and forgotten, those who
are sick, those seeking to know God’s will in their lives, those longing
for the Lord’s peace and for peace of mind. At this Center dedicated
to Saint Bruno, we find a place for contemplation, a place removed
from the frenzy and rapid pace of daily life, a place to recollect our
thoughts and to realize that the ultimate purpose of this life is to prepare ourselves to live eternally with God. This is not a place simply to
marvel at the natural beauty that surrounds us, but as do the mountains, to look upward and know He is God.
TH

Today we recall the words of Saint Bruno to his monks:
“Rejoice, my dearest brothers, because you are so blessed
and because of the bountiful hand of God’s grace upon you.
Rejoice because you have escaped the various dangers and
shipwrecks of the stormy world. Rejoice because you have
reached the quiet and safe anchorage.”
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May this place lead many to God, in its solitude
allow God’s people to hear His voice, in seeing the
majesty of His creation may His children seek communio with Him in Holy Communion, and in reaching into the depths of their being realize that union,
cor ad cor loquitur, where heart speaks to heart and
the words of Our Mother Mary are repeated again
and yet again: “Let it be done unto me according to
thy word” (Lk 1:38).
MOST REV. SALVATORE R. MATANO,
Bishop of Burlington, Vermont.
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ADDRESS OF HIS EXCELLENCY
THE MOST REVEREND
MANUEL A. CRUZ
A year ago, I was truly blessed to
visit the valley of the Grande Chartreuse
in France, and to actually follow the
mountain path to Casalibus, the isolated
site of the founding of the Carthusian Order.
There I drank the waters of the
spring from which our Master Bruno
drank over nine hundred years ago. However, so much more important to me than
to have drunk from the waters of the
spring has been the experience of drinkTHE MONASTERY OF
LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE
ing the spiritual waters of the letters of
Saint Bruno and the writings of his sons. Over the past few years this
has been a great joy to me.
As I reflect on the very life of Saint Bruno, despite the torments
and disappointments he faced, and the response to the challenges he
confronted, he has shown me the pathway to the love of God. He has
been a beacon of light, truth and love to me and to the Carthusian
family.
Whether in Rheims, Chartreuse, Rome or Calabria, the heart of
Master Bruno was in the desert, the meeting place with God. A man
who was never lost in the fleeting shadows of this world. But rather
he radically surrendered to God in all things, in silence and in solitude. To live for God alone was his mission, his vocation and his joy!
This love, this passion for God, invites us, invites me, to the
grace of falling in love with God. And that invitation has instilled in
me a deep love for our Master Bruno.
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As I pass my private chapel morning and night I see the image of
Saint Bruno, his eyes looking at the Cross of Christ on the altar. That
print, a replica of the statue of Saint Bruno by Manuel Pereira in the
Charterhouse of Miraflores in Spain speaks to me of his heart burning
with dedication to Christ.

LEFT: SAINT BRUNO BY MANUEL PEREIRA [17TH CENTURY]
RIGHT: THE MODERN STATUE OF SAINT BRUNO IN THE VIEWING CENTER

More than an image of paper behind glass, or even a stone statue
such as the one that we bless today, Bruno, our Master Bruno, lives in
the eternal embrace of the God he so loved. And from that embrace he
embraces us all.
O Bonitas!!
MOST REV. MANUEL A. CRUZ
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark, New Jersey
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WORDS OF THANKS
FROM REVEREND FR. PRIOR
DOM LORENZO MARIA
T. DE LA ROSA, JR.
Your Excellencies, Fellow Religious & Priests, Dear Brothers
and Sisters in Christ,
Saint Bruno, the founder of the Carthusian Order whom we are
honoring today, wrote the following words in the 11th century:
“…I am living in the wilderness of Calabria, far removed
from all habitations… I have brothers here with me who are
keeping assiduous watch for their Lord, so as to open to Him
at once when He knocks. I could not even begin to tell you
how charming and pleasant it is here. The temperatures are
mild and the air healthful; a broad plain, delightful to behold,
stretches between the mountains along their entire length,
bursting with fragrant meadows and flowery fields. One can
hardly describe the impression made by the gently rolling
hills on all sides, with their cool and shady glens tucked
away, and such an abundance of refreshing springs, brooks
and streams. Besides all this, there are verdant gardens and
all sorts of fruit-bearing trees…”

THE MONASTERY OF SERRA SAN BRUNO
WITH THE GENTLY ROLLING HILLS IN THE BACKGROUND
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It is almost as if Saint Bruno were describing Mount Equinox,
except perhaps for the cold Vermont winter! He was completely ravished by the extraordinary beauty of the nature of Calabria in Southern Italy, and indeed Mount Equinox is similarly blessed. And yet, his
eyes did not stop at what is contingent but, with a free heart, he
moved higher, transcending natural beauty, in order to meet the Author of all beauty.

MOUNT EQUINOX
IN A COLD VERMONT WINTER

Saint Bruno continues:
“…and yet why dwell on such things as these? The man of
true insight has other delights, far more useful and attractive,
because divine. It is true, though, that our rather feeble nature is renewed and finds new life in such perspectives, wearied by its spiritual pursuits and austere mode of life. It is like
a bow, which soon wears out and runs the risk of becoming
useless if it is kept continually taut and stretched.”
Saint Bruno did not allow himself to be conditioned by a reductionism and relativism which leads to a weakening of the ability to
understand reality as it is and the relegation of the transcendent to either a meaning foreign to Christianity or to irrelevance.
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The beauty of nature opened Saint Bruno up to the graciousness
of God and the discovery that, in each one of us, in our frailty and
greatness, there is a capacity for intimacy with Him.
The fascinating love story between God and humanity teaches us
the simple truth that our hearts will remain restless until they rest in
God, Who, out of sheer gratuity, chooses to dwell in all of us. In the
human response to this gift of God’s love, we become for others a
source from which rivers of living water flow… (John 7:37ff). In the
spirit of Saint Bruno, overwhelmed by God’s love and the beauty of
His creation, we, too, then, “pour out our hearts like water in the presence of the Lord” (Lamentations 2:19) and pray: “O GOD, FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, RENEW THE LIVING SPRINGS OF YOUR LIFE
WITHIN US!”
In His infinite mercy, God has placed us Carthusian monks here,
hidden in the wilderness on Mount Equinox. We have been called by
Christ to embrace a particular way of living our humanity, our Christianity, our monastic life—in a word, our love for God and neighbor.
We have certainly not received this call because of any special
human or spiritual gifts we have. On the contrary, we are poor and
cannot claim anything as our own that we have not first received. Instead, we simply place ourselves at the complete disposal of God.
Our Carthusian “Rule of Life” speaks of this mystery: “Apart
from all, to all we are united, and it is in the name of all that we stand
before God” (Statutes 34.2). Our life of prayer, solitude and anonymity acquires its depth to the extent that we open ourselves up to a continual and universal communion with God. In the unassuming silence
of daily prayer and penance, this power of love is made concrete. This
is a communion that embraces all without distinction, especially our
loved ones, our benefactors and our closest neighbors: our good, fellow Vermonters.
If you will allow me, I would like to propose that the ‘heart’ of
the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center is the ‘meditation or prayer
room’. This ‘heart’ will give life to this entire building. My hope is
that all who visit here to view the beautiful nature of Vermont will,
like Saint Bruno, be inspired to contemplate the God Who has created
these mountains. May the prayers of those who visit this building
transform its physical stones into living stones, so to speak, and
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through their praise and supplication may they acknowledge the invisible foundation: the God of all creation, and its Cornerstone, our Lord
Jesus Christ! In prayer, we can become like Saint Bruno of whom it
was said that: “he was a precious stone and a column in the House of
the Lord… His genuine faith was built on virtues…” (Funeral Scroll).

LEFT: FORMER ‘SKYLINE INN’; RIGHT: NEW ‘SAINT BRUNO SCENIC VIEWING CENTER’.

Deafened by the noise and discordant voices of the turbulent
times in which we live, this meditation room can become a school of
prayer putting people at the very heart of God, in the silence of their
own heart. There we learn that, even amidst pain, we can find an answer in the Face of the God Who continually gazes at us. He is patiently and tenderly
waiting for us, and will never abandon us—
even if everyone else has done so. It is only
in prayer that we can learn how to confront
the problems of our frenetic world. Without
prayer, charity and justice would be
stripped of their spiritual essence and
would become mere social action, and we
would be left empty and dissatisfied.
The former “Skyline Inn,” which once
stood on this spot and which is now demolished, is like “a grain of wheat that fell to
the earth and died” (John 12:24). But from
that rubble a new life has risen in the Saint
Bruno Scenic Viewing Center! Our celebration of this rebirth could not have happened
without the very gracious spiritual and ma13

A COPY OF
THE HOLY FACE OF CHRIST
FROM THE SHROUD OF TURIN,
IN THE PRAYER ROOM
OF THE VIEWING CENTER.

terial help from our friends and benefactors. May today be truly a celebration, indeed, a living feast rebuilt on the rock of hope! I must express my deepest and heartfelt thanks to all those who have made this
Scenic Viewing Center possible. I express this gratitude not just on
my own behalf, but also on the part of my monks and indeed for all
who, because of your generosity, will have the joy of experiencing the
God of love and peace in an atmosphere of both natural and supernatural beauty.
May those who enter this room to pray in secret—of whatever
nationality, religion, profession, language or culture—find themselves
renewed by the God Who is transcendent in His majesty and immanent in His love. He truly dwells in us and is present even in those
who do not believe in Him. Even when we are not fully aware of it,
He continually loves us, and is closer to us than we are to ourselves.
May this realization open us up to hope and love, to sacrifice and human solidarity, so that we can embrace the truth that we all form one
great family under the Fatherhood of God.

“In encountering man and nature we must
always remain open to the transcendent God,
otherwise we run the terrible risk of extinguishing
both man and nature.”
May the realization of this truth be an antidote to the lack of joy
in our world today, where there seems to be a “myopia or amnesia of
God.” Without keeping God firmly in sight, we are prone to cold indifference and self-seeking. Indeed, we live in a world which values
things by their productivity and efficiency and risks relying solely on
the power of human means. The technological innovations and world
events of our day, perhaps often marked by violence, threaten the core
of our humanity. Here again, the words of Bruno that I just read, can
serve as a reminder: In encountering man and nature we must always
remain open to the transcendent God, otherwise we run the terrible
risk of extinguishing both man and nature. Only through this openness to man, nature and the Transcendent will we be able to sow the
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seeds of forgiveness and reconciliation in sacrificial love like a candle
that gives light inasmuch as it gives itself.
As you probably know, in the Catholic Church, today is the feast
of the Birth of MARY, the Mother of JESUS and the Patroness of the
Americas. May she bring down precious graces upon us all and help
shape our lives like Bruno as men and women of hope who believe in
God’s promises. Finally, on behalf of my monks, and in my own
name, I express with humble joy our gratitude and affection to all of
you and invoke God’s never-failing blessings!
REV. LORENZO MARIA T. DE LA ROSA, JR.
Prior of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration


NATIVITY OF OUR LADY
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WORDS FROM REVEREND MONSIGNOR
STEPHEN J. ROSSETTI
When one enters this place, this Mountain space, one senses a
timelessness, an existence which transcends time. There is a unique
rootedness and calm in this haven which are so lacking in our world
today. In the world, we are blown about by the winds of capricious
forces and transitory events. Here, on the Mountain, there is a solidness and sense of eternity which invites us deeper.

“Here, on the Mountain, there is a solidness and
sense of eternity which invites us deeper.”
THE TOLL ROAD WINDING UP TO THE TOP OF MOUNT EXUINOX

The Carthusian monk’s life is dedicated to prayer and solitude.
While separate from the world, they are one with it in the deepest core
of its heart and in its deepest yearnings. If you allow it, they can be a
bridge that connects you with the Divine. Their prayers are for you
that you, too, might know the love and call of the one God who calls
you back to a faintly remembered eternity.
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The Carthusian monks’ life, by today’s worldly standards, is an
austere one. They never eat meat; they essentially eat one meal a day;
they fast on bread and water each Friday; they wear “scratchy” hairshirts; they have no contact with the outside world; they sleep sparingly on straw mattresses; and they pray the night Office in common
each night for two to three hours.
Nevertheless, their life is anything but joyless. When entering the
monastery, one is met, not with dourness, but with a feeling of peace
and many smiling faces. Indeed, the founder of the Carthusian Order,
Saint Bruno, said, “Here, God crowns His athletes for their stern
struggle with the hoped-for reward: a peace unknown to the world,
and joy in the Holy Spirit.” A true sign of Christian sanctity, wherever
it is found, is the presence of peace and joy, often radiating from
saintly faces.

You are most welcome in this place. No matter how you came to
this Mountain, we believe it was God who ultimately led you here.
God has a gift and a hope for you. The monks pray that, in their sharing of this Mountain and their faith with you, you too might come to
know Christ’s gift of joy and peace. When you leave this place, may
these gifts accompany you, dwelling always in your heart. They will
be the seed and the promise of a limitless joy and boundless peace
that is offered to you for all eternity.
REV. MSGR. STEPHEN J. ROSSETTI
Director, Equinox Foundation
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Charterhouse of the Transfiguration
Carthusian Monastery
1084 Ave Maria Way
Arlington, VT 05250
Fax: 802-362-3584
E-Mail: carthusians_in_america@chartreuse.info
http://transfiguration.chartreux.org

CARTHUSIAN EMBLEM
— 13TH CENTURY —
A GLOBE SURMOUNTED BY THE CROSS
WITH SEVEN STARS SYMBOLIZING SAINT BRUNO
AND HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS
THE LATIN MOTTO RUNS AS FOLLOWS
“STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS”
WHICH MEANS

“THE CROSS STANDS FIRM, WHILE THE WORLD TURNS”

