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REFLECTIONS AND THOUGHTS
ON THE DEDICATION OF THE
SAINT BRUNO SCENIC VIEWING CENTER
SEPTEMBER 8, 2012
Editors’ note:
The following reflections and thoughts by guests who came to the
dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center are placed in
random order. However, we have placed the reflection of the architect, Mr. Alvin Figiel (NBF Architects, Vermont) at the beginning, so
as to immediately provide the reader with a description of the exterior
and the interior of the Viewing Center. We address a heartfelt “Thank
you” to all who contributed to this booklet and to all our benefactors
and friends whose generous financial contributions and pro-bono
services made possible the renovation of the Center and the once-ina-lifetime inaugural event. May the Lord bless and reward you. We
keep each one of you in our prayers!
N

O

ur firm was contacted by the Carthusian Foundation at the beginning of 2010. The Carthusians, responding to the desires of
the people, wished to replace the old Inn at the summit, which had
been closed for years and was in a dangerously decrepit state, with a
new facility to be called the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. We
were asked to assist with a design for this facility.
The purposes of this new facility, as the Carthusians saw them,
were manifold. The new building was to be more than simply a convenience for visitors, providing a place for lunch, rest rooms, and a
platform for views. It was intended also to describe, with appropriate
exhibits, the history of the Mountain and its development, and the
story of the Carthusian Order in Vermont and the world. It was also
required to have an additional room, somewhat removed, that would
permit quiet contemplation and promote “a spiritual positive energy.”
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Working with the Carthusian Foundation, we planned a structure
that would use part of the foundation of the old Inn, which was securely anchored to summit bedrock, as a raised viewing level. Upon
this raised level we designed a timber framed building with its long
axis oriented north and south. This is to bring its ends, with raised
viewing platforms, close to the remarkable vistas north and south.
Inside the Center we dedicated one room (at the left upon entering) to the Carthusian Order, describing its foundation, history and the
unique life of its adherents. Another, somewhat larger room to the
right displays the history of Mount Equinox with photos and items
from the old Inn. This room provides communal tables where visitors
may sit together and eat lunch. Both of these rooms were designed
with large expanses of glass to allow views in many directions.
Between the two rooms, at the end of a short corridor, we placed
a room with one window. This room is suffused with east light but its
purpose is not for visitors to admire the view. It is a room for quiet
contemplation.
The Center was
tered at the summit
electricity generated
system that requires
saving devices.

built to withstand the weather extremes encounand to be environmentally responsible. It uses
by on-site hydroelectric systems, has a heating
no fuel combustion, and employs many energy

We and all of the other members of the team involved in the
planning, design of exhibits and systems and the construction of the
Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center have looked upon this project as
a very special one and one that demanded an extra measure of care.
All are, I know, very grateful to the Carthusian Foundation and to the
Carthusians for the trust they placed in us.
ALVIN FIGIEL

NBF Architects, Vermont
Photos on next page, from top to bottom: 1. The front of the new Viewing
Center, with entrance, and south (left) and north (right) wing. 2. The Carthusian exhibits are in the left room, and the display of the history of Mount
Equinox in the right room. 3. and 4. Inside the prayer room at the rear of the
building: the Holy Face (Shroud of Turin), Our Lady of Guadalupe, a statue
of the Holy Family (Jesus, Mary and Joseph), and a statue of Saint Bruno.
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“

And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent
the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the
Lord was not in the wind” (1 Kings 19:11). That is what it felt like the
morning of the dedication on top of Mount Equinox. While the Bible
tells us that the Lord was not in the wind that howled about us as we
huddled together under the tent that blustery morning, He was with us
in the Sacrament of the Altar and in the community of the faithful that
was gathered to celebrate the opening of the Visitors’ Center. The
new Center finally pulled the two strands of the Mountain together:
The beauty of God’s nature and the special dedication of this particular place to God where His silent monks keep watch for us. Their
whole purpose is to listen for the “still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12)
that comes after the strong wind, the earthquake and the fire. It is in
that “still small voice” that God can be heard.
REV. CANON DR. JAMES NUZZO, PHD
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno Treasurer; Canon Theologian, Anglican Church of Canada; Legal Counselor, Massachusetts

THE
PROPHET
ELIJAH


CHAPEL OF ELIJAH AT THE FOOT OF MOUNT HOREB,
WHERE THE PROPHET HEARD
THE “STILL SMALL VOICE.”

MOUNT HOREB 
[OR SINAI]
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A

s a member of the International Fellowship of Saint Bruno
(IFSB), I was at the September 8, 2012 inauguration ceremonies
and Mass at the Saint Bruno Scenic
Viewing Center.
We do not communicate often
with the Carthusians, but in prayer
we are somewhat always together.
For me, the spirituality left to the
Church by Saint Bruno is essentially
the absence of futile distractions, and
the presence to God, and I have expeTHE CARTHUSIAN LOGO
rienced for many years that this spirituality can be fruitfully applied for lay persons in the open world.
The Cross stands as the world turns – Stat Crux dum volvitur orbis.
ROBERT GUERTIN
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno Webmaster;
IT Professional, Quebec, Canada

I

t was good to be back up the mountain that overshadows the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration where change and transformation is
constant. The weather was no exception. Mist and memories mingled
with memorials as background to the now clearly visible and vital
network of support for Carthusian life. Where there has never been
need for reform but where conversion continually occurs, contagious
were the new perspectives on life culled in the unprecedented gathering. There on the summit, mountains and monasteries merged as a
place of pilgrimage where the God of surprises inevitably revealed
Himself.
May God bless your work!
REV. DAVID PHILLIPSON
New Hampshire

T

he wind, audible and practically visible, was prominent at the
September 8, 2012 dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing
Center on Mount Equinox. The night before, the wind almost blew
down the huge tent erected for the dedication Mass. The flaps of the
tent had to be opened to allow the wind to pass through. Although the
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late summer day was pleasant in the valley, on Mount Equinox the
wind and the altitude lowered the temperature by chilly degrees and
blew terrifically on those assembled in the tent.
To me, the wind was a sacramental of the Holy Spirit working in
the lives of the Carthusians at the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration
and in the lives of the people who made the day possible and who had
come to celebrate the dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing
Center. Reverend Father Prior, the Bishop of Burlington, and many
priests were there to concelebrate Mass and to share how the Holy
Spirit has led the Carthusians to this mountain and to the construction
of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center with the hope that it would
be a blessing to all who visit it.
Contingents had come from all over. Busloads of people from
nearby towns, people who had worked on the project, our small IFSB
group, and people from a Filipino parish. The lovely Filipino ladies in
traditional outfits bravely endured the cold and the wind in their tropical attire.
Monsignor Rossetti had coordinated the project and was seen
firming up last minute preparations before Mass. Because of the wind,
many adjustments had to be made. Food was moved inside the Viewing Center. After the Mass and dedication, the Viewing Center was
open for all to see and to enjoy the catered meal. The warmth inside
added to the already warm hearts full of gratitude for the completion
of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center and for the privilege of
celebrating this special event.
I am thankful that the Holy Spirit enabled us to be there to show
our appreciation to the Carthusians for their prayers and quiet influence. Warm memories of a grace-filled, Holy Spirit-filled event will
long be with us.
DIANNA MOORE
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno Board Member
& Forum Moderator; Retired teacher, Ohio
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INSIDE THE “SAINT BRUNO CENTER”

M

y wife and I were honored to attend the dedication ceremony
and Mass consecrating the beautiful, newly constructed Saint
Bruno Scenic Viewing Center atop Mount Equinox. We found the
Viewing Center to exemplify simplicity, piety, beauty, solitude, and
peace. We believe that the Viewing Center is perfectly suited for the
rejuvenation of the spirit and for solitary contemplation, reflection,
and awe.
Our feelings on attending the Mass at the Viewing Center solemn
dedication were those of gratitude in sharing a time of holiness with
those in attendance and with the monks even though they could not be
present because of their spiritual duties. Nevertheless, by sharing their
mountain and Viewing Center, we felt a closeness with them and their
holy mission.
We will not forget our feelings of peace, serenity, and belonging
on that very special day.
DR. AND MRS. JAMES L. BERNAT, M.D.
Neurologist, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center,
New Hampshire

M

y frequent visits to the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration over
the years, visits “into great silence,”* to hold medical clinics for
the monks and attend Mass with them have provided me with a profound appreciation for the wonderment of the life of the Carthusians
and their prayerful work.
It was a great honor for me and my close friends to be alongside
Father Prior during the dedication ceremony for the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center.
The setting, music and piety of all who attended will remain with
us forever.
God Bless Us All.
DR. EUGENE GRABOWSKI, M.D.
General Surgeon, Vermont
*

Into Great Silence is the title of the well-known, multiple award-winning film on La
Grande Chartreuse, made by Philip Gröning, available at the Toll House/Gift Shop.
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“

Once in a lifetime,” read the invitation to the blessing of the Saint
Bruno Scenic Viewing Center on Mount Equinox. The Rector of
the seminary encouraged my eagerness to take this unique opportunity. The owner of my Arlington hotel was Orthodox, not Catholic, and
she highly revered the Carthusians. I also met a man who had helped
to produce the Visitor Center’s DVD* on Carthusian life. Boarding
the bus taking me to the top of Mount Equinox, I introduced myself to
a priest who himself had tested the Carthusian vocation, though eventually discerned a vocation to diocesan priesthood. Having later developed some eye problems, he considered his choice providential.
Before the Mass, a beautiful dedication liturgy, Bishop Cruz
showed me his pectoral cross crafted by a Dominican nun. I knew her
work. He was grateful for their friendship and honored her gift. Following the Mass, Father Prior blessed the Scenic Viewing Center.
Closing my eyes to meditate, I felt a tap on my shoulder. I opened my
eyes to a woman asking if I remembered her. She was a secretary
from a seminary where I had previously taught. She was with her
husband who had personally experienced the monks’ spiritual advice.
The guests enjoyed the generosity and bounty of the Carthusian
community and their benefactors at a delicious luncheon in the Viewing Center. We visited with each other, toured the Center, and experienced the spectacular view of three States from atop Mount Equinox.
Many waited to greet Father Prior, who, no doubt, would have preferred remaining in his cell
had duty not demanded his
presence.
Unfortunately the weather
continued to deteriorate, so it
was no longer possible to visit
Lake Madeleine, which I had
hoped to see. Boarding the bus
taking us down the mountain,
I met the woman who had designed and woven the magnificent tapestry that adorns the prayer
room at the heart of the Center.
*

Its title is: “And they kept silence…” Charterhouse of the Transfiguration. The
DVD is available at the Toll House/Gift Shop.
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THE REAR OF THE VIEWING CENTER,
WITH THE PRAYER ROOM
JUTTING OUT.

By their prayer and intercession, the monks of the Charterhouse
of the Transfiguration had blessed each guest “with a free heart, [to]
be moved higher, transcending natural beauty, in order to meet the
Author of all beauty” (a paraphrased quotation from Father Prior’s
address).
REV. JAY HARRINGTON, O.P., PHD, S.T.D.
Professor of New Testament
Pontifical College Josephinum
Ohio

I

t had been forty-one years, two months and seven days since I had
been on the top of Mount Equinox.

I had been hoping then to visit Thomas Verner Moore, Carthusian—Dom Pablo Maria. Permission had been denied but a chord had
been struck. Dom Raphael had Dom Boniface write me a thoughtful
letter in which he told me about the community. Over the next four
decades I experienced more than a visitor ever could because of Dom
Boniface’s special and changing needs and the accommodations made
when his twin brother visited from New Zealand. I met Dom Raphael
who told me that I asked too many questions. At Saint Hugh’s Charterhouse (UK), Dom Guy told me the requirements to be professed
included “longing and abandonment” and the nuns seemed special
because “women have a greater capacity to love.”
I have attended one Mass in the church and another in Dom Boniface’s chapel, visited his cell, put on and quickly took off the hair
shirt and I have prayed at the graves. In an attempt to imitate, I tried
to keep the Hours save the night Office but I failed. All I could
achieve was to include Dom Guy, Dom Boniface and Dom Raphael in
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my daily rosary. To that an annual contribution to the ‘shoe fund’ remembering that all other apparel is made there and that floors must be
frozen in winter. I have now submitted, I no longer request visiting.
At some point I imagined being Sub Donate, Sub Carthusian Oblate. Dom Raphael said that over the next century such a status might
be considered at the General Council. I met Father Prior Dom Lorenzo who told me my prayers are being heard, for a society devoted
to Saint Bruno and composed of lay people was being formed.
My wife and daughter were unprepared for the wind and cold
and we were taken down just as the ceremony ended.
As for feelings, I thanked Father Moore again, gazed at the valley, the lake, the mountains and the essence of it all, the monastery. I
am where I wanted to be, I was not called to be a monk or a brother
but to live spiritually in the valley, in the hills, in the air—all the air
surrounding the monastery. I belong on the outside active, engaged,
participating—ever mindful of the Carthusians and with an unexpected serenity.
DR. AND MRS. PAUL D. DOOLAN, M.D.
Benefactor, Maine

A

s lifelong Vermonters, it has been our pleasure to be able to enjoy the scenic wonders of the beautiful Taconic Range and the
splendor of the Green Mountains and of Mount Equinox, in particular.
At the same time, we have had the rare opportunity to have known a
number of the dedicated monks of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration. Their incredible gift of a prayerful life of total commitment to
God is one that impresses across all religious lines.
This coupling of prayer and natural beauty comes together in the
beautiful new Saint Bruno Viewing Center which is now open to all.
The physical design of the Viewing Center is solid, beautiful and totally in keeping with the surroundings and serenity of the mountaintop. At the same time, exhibits tell not only the history of the geology
of the mountain; the biography of the philanthropist Dr. Davidson;
but most importantly, give a rare view into the life of the Carthusian
Order and their monastery and enable laymen to better visualize and
understand their dedication and resolve.
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We were grateful beyond words to have been invited to the dedication and we look forward to sharing it with friends and family for
many years to come.
JEREMIAH AND WIFE NONNIE
Retired Businessman and Advisor to the Monastery, Vermont


DR. JOSEPH G. DAVIDSON AND HIS WIFE MADELEINE

O

n a Monday we received our invitation in the mail to the Saint
Bruno Visitor Center consecration ceremony. The day before,
my wife informed me that she had finished the last step in crafting a
quilted wall hanging with a “Carthusian theme” to send to Father Prior and the Community. It was a project she had been working on for
many months. She did all the work. My only part was to help advise
her on its Carthusian ‘symbolism’. We mailed it to Father Prior but
we were not sure to what use he might put it. Weeks later, during the
ceremonies we found that he decided to display it on a wall of the
Visitor Center. Naturally, we were greatly honored. Many of us have
found that, even among faithful Catholics, there is not universal appreciation of the Carthusian way of life. We hope the Visitor Center
will help more people understand the importance of their unique calling.
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ROSEMARIE ADNEY’S QUILTED WALL HANGING
[THE GLOBES REPRESENT THE HOUSES OF THE ORDER;
THE SEVEN STARS IN THE UPPER LEFT CORNER REPRESENT
SAINT BRUNO AND HIS FIRST COMPANIONS.]

That day, the weather on the mountain was misty, foggy, and eerie. It was cold and it alternately rained, snowed or sleeted. Being
from wild, windy Wyoming, we were probably less shaken by the
weather than some of the other attendees but even to us, it was a bit
alarming. The walls of the tent surrounding us flapped wildly and
noisily. The strength of the angry wind seemed to be fighting with the
strength of our plans for this blessed day. During Mass, gusts grabbed
at the celebrant’s vestments and we thought the Blessed Sacrament
would blow off the altar. We waited for some flying object to whiz by
and knock over one of the delicate ladies who led our singing. It
seemed as if the Evil One was trying to force an end to it all. Instead,
the Mass proceeded without a hitch, as if we were protected by a circle of grace. For the banquet afterwards, to escape the elements, we
all squeezed into the Visitor Center. So the wild weather, rather than
discouraging us, probably resulted in more mixing of the attendees
than otherwise would have been and we met many wonderful people.
Unfortunately, Father Prior also had to endure the onslaught of so
many ‘fans’ crowding around him, including us. We will never forget
that day. We are privileged to have even the smallest association with
this community of men, totally dedicated to God.
KENNETH ADNEY AND WIFE ROSEMARIE
Benefactor, Wyoming
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M

y wife and I traveled from Louisiana to attend the dedication. It
was a very blessed event for both of us. We were most impressed with Fr. Prior’s address to those in attendance. They will not
be forgotten and we are pleased they are to be memorialized in this
booklet. Most importantly, the new Center will be a very visible witness of the Carthusians’ ‘silent apostolate’; their vocations a reminder
that in our world as Christians,
there are many ways to express
our fidelity to Christ. But the Carthusian presence is felt less with
eyes and ears, and more with our
souls, which sense their prayers
for the world continually.
The Center stands as a testimony of how their prayers are
appreciated by the many people
who have witnessed the Carthusians’ unique calling by God into a
SAINT BRUNO
life of prayer and how those
whose lives they have touched
have responded to them. We are blessed and happy to be among the
supporters of the Transfiguration community, which we see as our
equally unique calling, to be a part of the extended family of Saint
Bruno, the loving friend and brother whose life is an enduring study
of unshakable faith. The dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center gave us a unique opportunity to join together with many of
our fellow supporters of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration and
we will always keep them in our prayers!
KEVIN KANE
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno President and Founder;
Merchant Mariner-Chef, Louisiana

I

felt that I was sent by the Holy Spirit to witness the dedication of
the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center. It is good for us to understand that God consecrates certain places where one can meet Him
and feel His presence more intimately. This is especially true of the
Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center. I have been blessed with the
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knowledge of the good Carthusian spirit for the past 20 years and it is
with God’s Providence that this will prove a spiritual experience for
all who will come, visit, and spend a moment in this Center in His
presence.
Love Jesus in our hearts, forever!
CHARLIE LAMB

Benefactor, Pennsylvania

M

any years ago, I had taken several vocational retreats at the
Charterhouse of the Transfiguration. These retreats were deeply
moving spiritual experiences for me, and I have cherished those
memories over the years. I was therefore surprised and delighted to
receive an invitation to return to Mount Equinox for the dedication of
the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. Arriving at the mountaintop,
I was very happy to see the Prior, Dom Lorenzo, who I fondly remembered from my retreats. I was humbled that he remembered me
by name and could recall several of the events of my stay with the
Carthusians so long ago.
It had always seemed to me that the ‘veil’ between this world
and the next was somehow thinner at the Charterhouse and its surrounding environs. This experience at the summit of the mountain did
not disappoint. The high point of the day was Holy Mass concelebrated by several bishops, priests and many of the lay faithful. The wind
was blowing at ‘gale force’ relentlessly during the Mass and buffeting
the tent under which we were gathered. It seemed at times that we all
would be blown right off the mountain.
I recalled that this day of the dedication ceremony, September 8,
was also the celebration of the birthday of Our Lady, and how she
was present in the Upper Room, gathered with the Apostles, when a
loud rushing wind announced the arrival and presence of the Holy
Spirit. Mary, the Holy Spirit and the successors of the Apostles were
certainly present during this unforgettable Mass atop Mount Equinox.
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THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

This beautiful experience and that mighty wind later reminded
me of the words of Psalm 29:
The Voice of the Lord full of Power,
The Voice of the Lord full of Splendor...
The Lord’s Voice shaking the Wilderness
The Lord’s Voice shaking the Wilderness of Kadesh.
The powerful Voice of the Lord was certainly evident and shaking the Wilderness of Mount Equinox on that memorable day. I will
be forever grateful to Our Lord for the gift of this spiritual experience,
and to the holy Carthusians of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration
for their incomparable service to the Church and the world.
REV. WILLIAM LUNNEY
Massachusetts

I

, along with my nine year old daughter, was fortunate to have been
invited to, and attend the solemn dedication of the Saint Bruno
Scenic Viewing Center on top of Mount Equinox. As the crowd of
attendees gathered at the base of the mountain waiting to get on the
school buses that were to take us all up the mountain I could feel that
something special was to take place. It seemed that everyone knew it
as well and there was much anticipation. Once on top of the mountain, we all found seats within the large tent that was put up specifically for this occasion. It very quickly became clear the weather was
going to play a role in the day. The wind was howling and the temperature on top of the mountain was 10-15 degrees colder than at the
base. Dark and menacing clouds formed a few times but the rain held
off until we were back on the buses and headed down the mountain.
Although a man of strong faith, I am not a Catholic and have
never attended a Mass. Being my first experience with this, combined
with the mountaintop setting and the specialness of the occasion, I
found the ceremony and rituals to be incredibly moving and often
found myself deep in silent prayer. In addition, the sincerity of all the
Catholics involved and the talks given by the priests touched my heart
deeply.
Following the ceremony there was a wonderful catered event that
had to be moved inside due to the high winds. It was so nice to be
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able to speak with the clergy and the other attendees in an informal
and relaxed setting. There was even the opportunity for my daughter
and I to find a quiet place and simply sit and enjoy being in this
blessed place.
I came off that mountain that day with a sense of peace and happiness and feeling even closer to God. Many positive shifts began to
take place in my life following this event and I am incredibly appreciative and grateful for the opportunity to have had that experience
and to have been witness to such a unique event.
RICH MARANTZ
Writer and Tai-Chi instructor,
Vermont

I

have been the Vermont attorney for the Carthusian Foundation in
America (CFIA) for many years. Our law firm helped on the legal
aspects of the planning and construction of the Visitor’s Center. I was
very happy to attend the dedication ceremony. The Father Prior was
kind enough to extend me an invitation that included my entire family. My three children George (8), Anna (10), and Frankie (12) attended, along with my wife Tonia.
The entire day was a learning experience for my young kids, to
understand how spirituality is a part of our lives, and the nobility of
the life the monks have chosen.
GARY F. KARNEDY, ESQ.
Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC
Vermont

I

was so humbled to be invited to this dedication ceremony, and I
wanted to remain a ‘back of the house’ presence—simply happy to
be there as I knew only Maureen, who works in the gift shop at the
bottom of the mountain and who kindly introduced me to her daughter. When the wind whipped up and the tent began shaking and the
caterer’s props began flying, I knew we were experiencing the presence of God. I wasn’t sure what was being conveyed, but I knew the
plan of the day was about to be aborted. Never mind that I couldn’t
hear, I could see. The speeches, the lovely music, the protocol was
lost to those of us trying hard to not be blown over. When we jour20

neyed inside, identities and positions and pecking order were lost. We
were all one, huddling in the presence of Nature, thankful for shelter
and willing to share a step with a stranger. Father Prior was most gracious to greet and talk with those of us who could get within a few
feet of his presence. Again, I was humbled by his words to me and his
mention specifically of my late husband. That truly moved me to
tears. I shall always remember that day. When I again visit the Center,
I will have the time to reflect and observe without the crowd. The
building is truly a gift of the Carthusians to us in the world, and I
deeply thank them.
RADETTA NEMCOSKY
Benefactor, Vermont
SECTIONS OF THE WALL GRAPHICS WITH INFORMATION ABOUT THE CARTHUSIAN ORDER (L.),
AND THE CHARTERHOUSE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION (R.).

M

y heartfelt appreciation for the Carthusians at the Charterhouse
of the Transfiguration has only been magnified by the opportunity to spend a joyous day with others who know that the presence
of the Order in the United States is a gift from God, Who sees how
desperately it is needed here and now.
The idea that the Carthusians should give us a ‘gift’, as the Viewing Center has been described, is a little unsettling. What more could
we ask than that they continue to live their lives as they do? Their
prayers are a gift that can’t be quantified. We rely on them.
But the Center itself, beautiful and ideally suited to its magnificent surroundings, provides, besides comfort, exactly the sort of information a visitor wants to know about the Order and what goes on
in the monastery. Who knows what young person, having driven the
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toll road to watch the sun set, finds his or her heart opened to the idea
of a vocation (contemplative or otherwise), inspired by this gift of the
Carthusians to the people of Vermont and everywhere?
LOUIS LUCCHETTI
BMO Capital Markets Corp.
Benefactor, Virginia

T

he liturgy of dedication for the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center was truly Carthusian! It was both humble and celestial. It reflected Carthusian stability, offered on their holy mountain and union
with the universal Church, in the presence of two bishops. Bishop
Salvatore Matano, the local Ordinary, offered the finest homily on
Our Blessed Virgin that I have ever heard! Father Prior’s reflection
was deep, inward and profoundly moving, rippling outward in accord
with the unending stream of low key Carthusian graces which, in continually flowing fidelity, almost imperceptibly, change the world in
healing, reconciliation, and victory over evil in many dimensions.

ABRAHAM AND SARAH RECEIVING THE THREE ANGELS,
WHO REPRESENT THE HOLY TRINITY.

In Carthusian silence, the power of the Trinity is constantly invoked on behalf of all that is and abundant hidden graces are showered on Creation in response to Carthusian praise, petition, and selfoffering. Alas, in struggling to describe the transcendent visible and
invisible dimensions of Carthusian life, words are always necessary,
but always insufficient.
REV. JIM MACNEW, O.S.F.S.
Director of Campus Ministry, Holy Family University
Pennsylvania
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A

group of brothers and sisters from the International Fellowship
of Saint Bruno (IFSB) had the privilege to be invited to attend
the dedication ceremony of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center
atop Mount Equinox. We were happy to join many other friends and
benefactors of the Carthusians in America.
The new building, which includes a meditation or prayer room in
its center, was consecrated by two bishops and Father Prior, and the
thought came to me that from now on it will act as a beacon of constant prayer shedding spiritual light in all directions.
Just before the beginning of the Mass, the wind started blowing
in gusts, as if to remind all present of John 3:8: “The wind blows
where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it
comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”
The day was September 8, the Solemnity of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, who is the model of all monks, the inspiration
of all contemplatives. A better date could not have been found.
The Charterhouse of the Transfiguration is one among a small
number of Carthusian monasteries alive today that enjoy a real desert
around them. The desert around the monastery is probably nearly as
vast as the original desert bequeathed to Master Bruno and his companions in the mountain range of Chartreuse in France. The slopes of
Mount Equinox have the same rustic and austere mountainous beauty
and both enjoy an incomparable silence. In the past ten years, I have
been present several times on the sacred grounds of the monastery.
Each time I have felt the religious awe of being on holy ground. The
silence of these secluded woods reminds me that there ought to be
nothing standing between God and the soul. Monachis decet silentium
(Silence is fitting for monks).
CHRISTIAN ALLÈGRE, PHD
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno Secretary
& Liaison to the Order; Retired teacher, Quebec, Canada
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W

itnessing the inauguration and blessing of the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitors Center on Mount Equinox reminded me of other
holy mountains as the opening lines of the psalms of ascent spoke to
me: “I lift up my eyes to the mountains; To You who dwell in the
heavens” (Psalm 121).
Holy Mountains are privileged sites of God’s manifestation,
places of strong Presence rendered poignant through signs: fire, quaking of the earth, gales of wind, effulgent light. The pilgrimage to God
that is the singular passion of the Carthusian dedication of recollected
silence and solitude is held within locales whose natural sublimity
reflects the Glory of the Lord.
On this day we were especially blessed with strong signs in the
form of insistent winds whose magnitude seemed to only increase as
the Paschal mystery was invoked. This was an exquisite moment of
Love speaking. Yet I also could sense as Elijah had first discerned
that divine Presence speaks with intimacy not only in the whirlwind
but also with refinement in the still small voice.
It is this voice of prayerful quies that is the inner gift gathered in
the hidden life of the poor men of Christ whose repose in their cells
continued without interruption as the event of timelessness within
time. In Giorgio Papasogli’s meditation on the life of Saint Bruno attention is drawn to apt words of Isaiah as one measure of what each of
us received though given with special grace to the sons of Saint Bruno: “When the poor and the needy seek water, and there is none, and
their tongue is parched with thirst, I the Lord will answer them, I the
God of Israel will not forsake them” (Isaiah 41:17).

MOUNT EQUINOX
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“CHRIST AND HIS EVER-ATTENTIVE MOTHER”

Each person who comes to the Visitors Center comes as a pilgrim, seeking at its apex a vista of the transcendent. Carthusian presence on this mountain made holy through those who come here out of
the pull toward God’s radiant light is now explicitly offered to each
who makes this journey as one of God’s replies to the parched soul in
search. Each time that I have made this pilgrimage I am aware of another level of repose that opens in my being. Here, my poverty is
made manifest, my thirst made palpable. Here, I also know under the
gentle gaze of Saint Bruno that I am not forsaken. I release my heart
into the embrace of silent Love, held in the surround of Christ and his
ever attentive mother. Only interior tears of thanksgiving are adequate.
ELISHA EMERY, PHD
International Fellowship of Saint Bruno Board Member
Psychoanalyst, Massachusetts
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“MOUNTAINS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN IMPORTANT
IN MAN’S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD”
[FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 1ST ROW: ST. CATHERINE’S MONASTERY AT THE FOOT OF MT. HOREB (OR SINAI) MOSES RECEIVING THE LAW ON MT. SINAI; 2ND ROW: MT. SINAI;
3RD ROW: MT. CARMEL (L.), AND MT. ATHOS (R.)]

M

ountains have always been important in Man’s relationship
with God. It is there, perhaps more than anywhere else save
deserts, that he has been drawn in search of the invisible God and the
meaning of his life: Mount Moriah, Mount
Sinai, Mount Nebo, Mount Carmel, Mount
Tabor, Mount Calvary, Mount Athos, La
Grande Chartreuse... Mount Equinox.
It is not surprising that Carthusians, descendants of those eleventh-century monastic pioneers in the Grande Chartreuse, have
sought mountainous regions in which to
build their monasteries and continue the
search for God. Mountains mean isolation,
and therefore solitude and silence, where
the monk may be solus cum Deo solo (alone
with God alone). Our Blessed Lord Himself
MOUNT TABOR
often went up “to a mountain... a lonely
place” to spend the night
alone in prayer to His heavenly Father (see Matthew 14:23
and Luke 6:12).
Mountains suggest infinity and affirm that man may
rise above a natural plane.
They also imply height and
depth. The hermit monk, in
his pursuit of the never-quiteattainable God, soars very
high indeed like an eagle,
making his nest “in the clefts
of the Rock” (see Song of
Songs 2:14). The human
mind can scarcely lay hold of
the depth of the vocation of
the solitary, which is a journey into the infinite mystery
of God Himself. Mountains
are also places of great natu-

LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE
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ral beauty and majesty and raise the mind spontaneously to prayer.
All of these characteristics apply to the gentle beauty of Mount
Equinox, where Divine Providence prepared a home for the first
Charterhouse in the United States.

THE MONASTERY SEEN FROM MT. EQUINOX (TOP L.); VIEWS OF MT. EQUINOX
[ARROW INDICATES LOCATION OF THE VIEWING CENTER].

With the opening of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center, an
increase of visitors is likely in that part of Vermont. Many will come,
knowing little, much, or nothing at all of monks and monasteries, and
of all monks, Carthusians are perhaps least known and understood.
Still, a drive to the top of Mount Equinox and a visit to the Center will
acquaint them with something of the Order’s history and purpose.
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They will not see or speak to the monks, who in order to fulfill their
vocation in the Church must remain hidden and silent.
Those who take the trouble to ascend the mountain of the Lord
will find His dwelling. May it be so for all who visit the Saint Bruno
Viewing Center. They will see a place of great natural beauty, and
perhaps they will raise their minds and hearts in thanksgiving to God,
who is beauty itself. They will be the beneficiaries of the prayers and
holy lives of the monks in the valley below, and whether they realize
it or not, they will look upon a scene that is a reflection “of that eternity which doth ever besiege our life.”
ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTOR

S

eptember 8, 2012 was truly a day of grace for my wife Sheila and
me. We very much appreciated the invitation for the dedication of
the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. Few places reveal better the
graciousness of God’s creation than Mount Equinox. To be honest,
with a knowledge of my sins, I did not feel worthy to be part of such
an event. Yet the kindness of your invitation and the meeting with
Father MacNew, who picked us up at Albany Airport, made us feel
very welcome.
The people in attendance were all pleasant. The Mass was beautiful and the Bishop’s sermon was one of the best homilies I had heard
preached in many years. We were fortunate after the Mass to meet
Father Prior, who gave us his blessing. The mix of sunshine, clouds,
wind, and rain seemed to be an assurance of the Creator’s approval.
Two things stand out. First, the graciousness of the Carthusian
community inspires me to do my work in the spirit of Our Lord’s
words that “If any one would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). Second, the collegiality and kindness of everyone present was a reflection of God’s love. It was a foretaste of
Heaven. Thank you very much! O Bonitas!
CAPTAIN GARY G. SLADEK, M.C., U.S.N.
Retired
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T

he winds were fierce as all gathered for Mass in celebration of the
dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center on the top
of Mount Equinox. Bishop Salvatore Matano, Bishop of Burlington,
delivered the homily at Mass and, after Mass, Bishop Manuel Cruz,
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark, offered a few thoughts as did Fr. Rossetti of the Mount Equinox Foundation. But I was struck by the words
of the Prior of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration, Dom Lorenzo
de la Rosa, Jr. The people in attendance were attentive to the other
speakers, but they were noticeably quieter and I saw them physically
lean forward to take in every word from the Prior. Father Prior read
from prepared remarks, which reflected an underlying truth that betokened a life lived in deep intimacy with the Lord. I recognized this
Truth in his comments in a manner different from the other speakers.
When the Mass was over and we returned to the Viewing Center to
remove our vestments, I watched as the Prior had a long line of wellwishers. The unusual nature of this event for the Charterhouse, the
Diocese of Burlington, and the people of the area was not lost, as it
offered a glimpse—if only for a moment—into the power of lives
lived entirely in seclusion for the Lord. Though I cannot adequately
convey this sense, the experience was one affecting everyone, but is
difficult to articulate.
REV. MARC LANOUE
Maryland

W

henever I go to the Charterhouse and up the mountain, my
thoughts wander to the passage of the Gospel where Jesus
takes Peter, James, and John, and is transfigured before them (see
Luke 9:28-36).
Mountains provoke in our mind, heart and soul an awakening
toward the Divine, and all our being takes on a cosmic and eschatological meaning. When you are with the Divine, you see yourself just
the way you are: small, nothing, contingent... However, you get the
sense “you are who you are” because God loves you. These are the
thoughts that went through my mind on that windy day on the heights
of Mount Equinox. May Saint Bruno’s Scenic Viewing Center guide
the eyes of the souls who visit toward the Divine.
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God bless you and count on my prayers. Pray for me.
REV. PETER KIM, L.C.
Legionary of Christ,
Pennsylvania


THE TRANSFIGURATION
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M

ount Equinox can be described in one word, love. When one
begins the steep ascent to the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center you can feel this love. The love has its center in God and finds a
very open channel through our friends, the Carthusians. Although you
may not realize it, this flow of love is very strong on the mountain
and extends outward in all directions. Picture the locator on your
GPS: that blue dot, constantly pulsating and sending that ring outward. That is how this love works. The Carthusians help to extend
God’s flow of love to all of us through their prayer. They help to refuel us when we are low or running on empty. By giving up “all”,
they gain everything.
TIMOTHY “BEAR” O’DRISCOLL
Admissions Officer, Holy Family University
Pennsylvania

L

umbering up Saint Bruno Drive, AKA Skyline Drive, in a 40 passenger diligence at the break neck speed of 10 miles per hour, I
had the chance to contemplate the years I have been part of the Mount
Equinox Hill Climb and the Inn atop it’s peak.
It was a unique opportunity to reflect on
all the years that have gone by and what the
mountain has gone through. Funny thing
about this mountain. Much like Catholicism,
there has always been much comfort knowing that the mountain resisted change in a
flippant world.
The old Inn was the primary site used to
celebrate the feats of many good souls dedicated to racing up as fast as possible, and a
rapture of some now gone faces flooded my
MEMBERS OF
head.
Sure the Inn was old, but it represented
THE VINTAGE SPORTS CAR
CLUB OF AMERICA
the
vault
of many precious memories. It was
ON MOUNT EQUINOX
only natural to feel some nostalgic anxiety
for this torn down but adored edifice. My last memory of the Inn was
at the last hill climb in the month of August, barely visible, buried
amongst huge construction machines.
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So it was with barely restrained amazement that, cresting the last
part of the road, what lay directly ahead was not only a new, clean,
modern building, but one that seemed to do homage to the previous
structure. The architects tastefully and skillfully incorporated not only
the contemplative characteristics of the stewards of the mountain but
also maintained a sense that the old Inn was not really gone, just different. Walking amongst the artifacts carried over from the old Inn
inside, I could not get the smile off my face for the entire day. And
there in one of the corners just
as Monsignor Rossetti and Father Prior had promised was our
place, where the Vintage Sports
Car Club of America’s massive
trophy commemorating our long
involvement with the mountain
would be housed for posterity.
Like the prodigal son, the trophy
had returned home.
After a wonderful celebration of the Eucharist dedicating and
blessing the Center, Father Prior stood in the middle of the entrance
greeting Saint Bruno’s guests. When it was my turn to congratulate
and shake Father’s hand, he said with a big smile: “Doctor, I have the
Mount Equinox Hill Climb Driver’s club badge number One sitting
on my desk.” As my eyes filled with misty joy, I knew right then and
there that God’s mountain had sealed an indelible relationship between a most holy group of men and a car club.
There was no thunder or spiritual appearances that blustery day
but looking back out of the rear window of the bus as I was leaving, a
sense of serenity overcame me. “Ah yes” I said to myself. “The Holy
Spirit was here after all”.
DR. JOSEPH DELUCIA
Chairman, Mount Equinox Hill Climb
Vintage Sports Car Club of America (V.S.C.C.A.)
New Jersey
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W

hat a long and loving relationship we have had with the Carthusian monks on Mount Equinox. This enriching time began
for us with our beloved Dom Stephen, the first Superior. A fond
memory we have of him is when our baby son, Stephen, went to the
monastery with us along with our four young children. Dom Stephen
immediately picked up our son Stephen, his ‘namesake’, placed him
on his lap and with his calm approach and gentleness, soothed the
baby to sleep!
Earlier, when we moved into our house many years ago, Dom
Stephen and Dom Boniface came to bestow their blessing on our two
youngest babies, Abraham and Katherine.
Dom Stephen’s successor, Dom Raphael, a fine pianist, was a
spiritual and loving man. Our friendship was so sincere that wherever
we were traveling during school vacations, we left a message to the
monastery and asked them for prayers for a safe journey. As we returned home, driving on route 7 and looking at beautiful Equinox, we
were always grateful for their prayers.
Imagine our fears and concerns when dear Dom Boniface was
missing on the snow covered mountain.* How grateful we were when
he was safely found, ill but happy!
And now we fast forward to the present. After an adult lifetime
with this amazing Order of men on top of our mountain in Vermont,
we see this beautiful new tribute to Saint Bruno. The Welcome Center
is a place of reflection, peace, prayer; an intimate spot for feeling
God’s love. We continue to feel the closeness and warm embrace of
the beloved Carthusian Order in our midst and in our hearts.
Blessings,
DR. ABE MADKOUR, DMD AND WIFE BRENDA
Retired Dentist. Benefactor, Vermont

*

In 1987 Dom Boniface got lost on the only day of the week when the monks’ Rule
permits them to have a walk. (Editors’ note)
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M

y wife Mary and I were privileged and honored to be invited to
the dedication of the newly constructed Saint Bruno Visitor
Center at the summit of Mount Equinox in September of 2012. We
were the guests of Dr. Gene Grabowski who often visits and provides
medical services to the Carthusian monks. Our son, Dr. Jim Keenan
and his wife Kathy, close friends of Dr. Grabowski, were also in attendance.
It was a cool, blustery but clear day on the summit as Bishop
Matano along with Bishop Cruz from Newark, NJ and a number of
other priests and dignitaries gathered to celebrate Mass and bless the
new facility. The Carthusians were represented by Father Prior who
concelebrated Mass with Bishop Matano and Bishop Cruz along with
many other priests. In spite of the howling wind and flapping tent, the
Mass and homilies were very inspirational and moving—one could
sense the Divine Presence at this special event. While listening to Father Prior it was clear the Carthusians hold a special place in their
hearts for the Blessed Mother.

OUR LADY,
SAINT JOSEPH, SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST,
AND CARTHUSIAN MONKS.
[CHARTERHOUSE OF PORTA CŒLI, SPAIN.]
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T

he new Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center is an ergonomically
designed building located at the summit of the mountain with
beautiful views of the surrounding valleys and mountains. Inside there
is video access and wall graphics of the history of Mount Equinox
along with information about the Carthusians and their Monastery of
the Transfiguration located nearby. There is also information about
the Davidson’s (Dr. Joseph Davidson and his wife Madeleine) who
donated Mount Equinox and the surrounding area to the Carthusians
so they could build their first and only monastery in America. A beautiful quiet room for prayer and meditation is centrally located for people of all faiths to spend time in quiet repose. With spacious windows
and outside verandas overlooking the mountain and surrounding area
it is truly a place of peace and serenity.
The day of the dedication will be cherished as one of the most
memorable days in our life.
MR. JAMES KEENAN AND WIFE MARY
Businessman (Parents of Dr. James Keenan), Vermont

F

or us, being invited to the Saint Bruno Center was truly a blessing. The Mass was majestic and we could feel God’s presence
through His promise of “wherever two or three…” The wind was a
nice reminder of the ultimate power of God while the beauty of the
completed structure stands as an example of the fruit of the labors of
many employing their God given talents for the benefit of all, We
trust that those who visit the Center will feel the presence of God as
they look out and admire His creation.
DR. JAMES KEENAN, M.D. AND WIFE KATHY
Radiologist, Bennington Hospital, Vermont

I

n September 2012, I had the privilege of being a guest at the dedication ceremony of The Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. I had
been to the site of the building many years before. At that time, there
was an old Inn that was not operating, but the views were fantastic.
When I arrived at the top of the mountain by bus on the day of the
dedication, I was amazed at the transformation that had occurred.
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The Transformation from the old Skyline Inn (1949)…
 MT. EQUINOX
WITH SKYLINE DRIVE
(COMPLETED IN 1947)

THE OPENING OF THE INN (1949);
EARLY PHOTOS OF THE INN
& LOUNGE


THE INN, AUG. 2007
(THE INN HAD BEEN CLOSED SINCE
FALL 2003) 

There was a beautiful new building at the top of the mountain,
that is, The Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center. After a wonderful
outside Mass, concelebrated by Bishop Matano with many area
priests in attendance, we were invited inside the Center. The beautiful
architecture combined with the natural beauty of the mountaintop environment, provide the ambience to make the journey to the Center a
truly spiritual event. The inside of the Scenic Center is not only beautiful with its natural wood and charm, it is peaceful and informative.
The wall hangings provide a historical perspective of the mountain as
well as history about Saint Bruno and the Carthusian monastery.
There is also a prayer room to allow visitors to reflect on the natural,
God given beauty that surrounds them.
As someone who has been to the top of the mountain before and
after the addition of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center I can
honestly say the difference is tremendous. The area now has a peaceful and serene atmosphere that allows the visitor to reflect on the
power and beauty of God.
In closing let me say how grateful I am to have been an invited
guest at the dedication ceremony of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing
Center. As someone who has been the recipient of many of God’s
blessing, I feel even more blessed to live close enough to become a
frequent visitor and to take advantage of the peace and beauty of the
Center. The Center will also allow for an escape from the hustle and
bustle of the secular world and to focus on the gifts found in the
greatness and beauty of God’s creation.
MARTIN G. CARMODY, D.P.M.
Associates in Podiatry, P.C. Benefactor, Vermont
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…into the New Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center (2012)

1ST ROW, LEFT: THE INN, JUNE 2011.
OTHER PHOTOS: DEMOLITION OF THE INN
AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE SAINT BRUNO SCENIC VIEWING CENTER .

B

eing in attendance at the dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic
Viewing Center was a very powerful experience for me. As was
stated during the Mass, Mount Equinox
is a very serene location where one can
“YOU, WHO LIVE IN
surrender themselves to nature and prayVOLUNTARY
er. The Saint Bruno Viewing Center
ISOLATION,
teaches us that we should not take life
YOU ARE ACTUALLY
for granted and only through reflection
IN THE HEART OF
and prayer will we find the positive enTHE CHURCH.”
ergy that G-d has given us to promote
POPE BENEDICT TO
goodness and charity in the world.
THE CARTHUSIANS
SERRA SAN BRUNO (ITALY),
OCTOBER 2011

Mount Equinox and the Saint Bruno
Viewing Center, especially, reminds us
that only through prayer will life seem
fulfilling and worthy of G-d’s grace. As Pope Benedict XVI said to
the Carthusians, “You, who live in voluntary isolation, you are actually in the heart of the Church, and you make the pure blood of contemplation and of the love of G-d run in its veins.”
JEFFREY LISS
Senior Vice-President – Bessemer Trust Company
New York

G

ratitude and admiration to our most humble friends, the Carthusians. In a time of economic hardship and fragmentation, it is
truly inspiring to acknowledge your gift back to the community. Sharing the history of the Order with such a wonderful link to Mount
Equinox and Dr. Davidson in such a magnificent Vermont-inspired
structure thrilled us all that day.
The feeling of anticipation as we traveled up Skyline Drive to
celebrate the rebirth of the Summit will always stay with me. I still
remember how the elements, the whistling winds and the cleansingrain took part in the day’s events. A message of approval from above.
My wish for you is that the Welcoming Center endures through
time and continues to make the world aware of the Carthusians and
the history of Mount Equinox.
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My heartfelt thanks for allowing us to be a part of your celebratory mass and dedication. Your friend,
PETER FRISCHMAN
Managing Director – Bessemer Trust Company
New York

O

ne weekend a year, as the Carthusian Rule permits, the Morada
and De La Rosa families, plus a select few, have the honor and
privilege to visit my truly blessed Uncle, Father Prior, on Mount
Equinox. We lovingly refer to this trip as our annual ‘retreat or pilgrimage’. Our family gathers from all over the country to spend time
with Father to pray and reflect of the past year’s events and appreciate
all that the Lord has given us. Visiting Father Prior on Mount Equinox always heightens feelings of faith, peace and serenity.
2012 consisted of an additional trip for a once in a lifetime
event—the solemn dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing
Center. The former Inn which catered to travelers and people who
wanted to experience the beauty and peace of Mount Equinox was
transformed into the new Viewing Center, thanks to the financial help
of a devoted benefactor. Upon receipt of the invitation to attend the
dedication, we knew we needed to be there to witness the occasion.
Initially upon arrival, we felt very calm and ready to appreciate
the normal peace and serenity of our annual pilgrimages, but as we
boarded one of the multiple shuttle buses to take us to the top of the
mountain that mood immediately changed to excitement and anticipation of the upcoming event, almost like going to a concert or major
sporting event. On the shuttle, overhearing the stories of the other
passengers was an eye opening experience for me. There were many
stories of how far they traveled and why they came. I especially recall
hearing one guest say that she has lived near the base of the mountain
for her entire life. However, she had never seen Lake Madeleine or
the inside of the late Dr. & Mrs. Davidson’s residence, Windswept. It
was startling because these are both things that we have never failed
to do during our annual visit.
The ceremony brought the appropriate levels of pomp and circumstance for which the event called. It was extremely thorough yet
subtle, thanks to the generous help of benefactors and other good
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people who are devoted to the service of the monks and help ensure
their life of silence and prayer. There were delicious catered food,
tents, and more priests in one location than we have ever seen. Many
of these priests traveled from all over the country to be part of this
occasion. All of the speakers were wonderful but in our opinion, in
many ways, the most amazing part of the ceremony was the speech of
Father Prior. Not only is it extremely rare for a Carthusian to step outside the monastery walls but it is even more uncommon for one to
deliver a speech.

DISPLAY ROOM, WITH FIREPLACE FROM THE OLD INN.

We believe the new Scenic Viewing Center is everything the
monks tried best to honor the requests of so many to somehow feel
associated with the monks and be part of the mountain. There was a
sense of pride from everyone we met who had a part in the design and
construction of the Viewing Center. They did not make it feel like its
construction was an obligation to them. It felt like they were building
something for God and the Lord was in their hearts guiding them
along the way. It is a beautiful yet modest and modern ‘green’ structure built to withstand the extreme Vermont winters. We personally
like the way pieces of the old Inn were used throughout the building
as accents and focal pieces and the way the history of the mountain
and Carthusians are major parts of the design. We truly left with the
feeling that we were part of a ‘once in a lifetime’ event and are proud
we were there to represent the Morada and De La Rosa families.
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God Bless,
IAN MORADA AND WIFE DIANNE
US Marine Corps Officer (Fr. Prior’s Nephew), California

A

s I think back to the dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center, I remember the many thoughts and people that went
through my mind. I was honored to have been invited, and the fact
that this was being held on the Virgin Mary’s birthday was extra special.
After working there on the Mountain for 24 1/2 years there were
many people that touched my life, and probably helped form me into
the person that I now am. I was there during the days of Father Raphael, Father Marianus, Father Marie Paul, Father Francois, Father Boniface, Brother Michael, Mrs. Davidson, Missy’s sister Annette, Bob
Hewson, Burt Smith, and my dad Ernie Bolster. I knew from experience how beautiful the summit of the mountain is, how close one
feels to nature, but I was not prepared to feel so very close to these
people that I loved.
By the time Father Lorenzo got up to speak my emotions were
raw. I remember being so thankful that my husband was sitting next
to me. This magical place which represented my youth, and the days
of plowing with the ‘guys’ and driving to the summit to rescue someone, held me spellbound. It represented my journey to the Virgin
Mother, and the Catholic faith. I definitely was feeling the presence of
the Holy Spirit, and as always, the Virgin Mother was not far away.
What a wonderful thing, to have a place were everyday people
can go and give themselves up to God and feel the wonder of the Holy Spirit. The monks have definitely provided a place that the outside
world needs.
DIANE L. JENNINGS
Self-employed Bookkeeper
Former Office Administrator of Mount Equinox
Vermont

I

n a world that becomes noisier by the day and in a culture that encourages people to fill up every moment of their lives with activities, the Carthusian monks of the Charterhouse of the Transfiguration
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in Arlington, Vermont, have extended an invitation for all of us to
stop for a moment and to listen for the voice of God.
The new Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center at the top of Mount
Equinox is a gift provided for all people to escape the frenzy and cacophony of the modern world, even if only for a few minutes, in order
to remember “what peace there may be in silence.”
It is my hope and prayer that all those individuals who enter the
Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center will have an experience of the
God who has given us the beauty of the created world and who invites
us to “be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).
REV. MSGR. JOHN J. MCDERMOTT
Vicar General and Chancellor
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington, Vermont

T

he Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center sits atop Mount Equinox in
the southwestern Vermont town of Arlington. From the unique
vantage point within this structure made by human hands, one is afforded a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon the natural created
beauty of the landscape and mountains of the surrounding area, but
also a singular and extraordinary opportunity to see beyond what is
presented by sight alone into a panorama of “what is seen and unseen” within our Christian Faith.
The Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center was dedicated on September 8th, 2012. As invited guests from around the country gathered
in the parking lots at the base of Mount Equinox, there was an evident
excitement and awareness of this special day. After all, it was the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee!” What wonderful words to encompass the intimacy of the Creator with the created!
Upon the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the multitude of the
heavenly host praising and glorifying God, the shepherds “went in
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known the message that had been
told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had
been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart” (Luke 2:16-19).
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Should it surprise anyone
then, that the intercession of so
lovely a Lady would be sought
by the Carthusian Order, under
whose constant care and protection they entrust themselves into
her patronage? Saint Bruno,
founder of the Carthusian Order,
once wrote, “Only those who
have experienced the solitude
and silence of the wilderness can
know what benefit and divine
joy they bring to those who love
them.” In his evident life of silence and solitude, a life of serene contemplation and simpliciMARY ADORING THE CHILD JESUS
ty, Saint Bruno’s reflections of
the heart, as with the Blessed Mother’s, sheds light on the love of God
present in our midst. Simple reflection upon the significant role of
Mary, full of grace and chosen from among all women throughout
history to become the Mother of our Lord Jesus and Savior Jesus
Christ, only helps to underscore the importance of God’s plan of salvation for all of humanity, and how on this day of dedication, in this
particular moment of time and space, an event was about to unfold
that would further open the eyes and ears of the faithful to discern the
Presence of God in our midst. It would be the celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass that would be the perfect setting for the Solemn
Dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center. Very appropriately indeed, Jesus – Emmanuel, “God is with us” – was truly present
in our midst that day in the celebration of the Eucharist.
It is in this context that the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center
helps to shed light on that which is “seen and unseen.” We know that
daily life “in the world” is so often consumed with the physical nature
of what surrounds us. Fortunately, the Scenic Visitor Center cannot
help but hold high the creative nature of what God bestows upon the
human mind to conceive and for human strength to build. The Scenic
Visitor Center affords breathtaking views of the horizon for miles
around in every direction. The nearby mountains as well as those far
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off into the distance encompass a suspension of time itself, gently
leading one to ponder time throughout the ages. One cannot help but
bring to mind the motto of the Carthusian Order: Stat Crux dum volvitur orbis, “The Cross is steady while the world is turning.”

“THE SCENIC VISITOR CENTER AFFORDS BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF THE HORIZON
FOR MILES AROUND IN EVERY DIRECTION.”

At the same time, in careful consideration of the timeless work of
contemplative prayer with which the Carthusian monks have engaged
in for over the span of a thousand years, the Scenic Visitor Center
provides a unique glimpse into the lifestyle of those dedicated to perpetual prayer in giving glory and praise to our Lord. Within the Scenic Visitor Center itself, one can learn about the Carthusian Order
through video presentations and various items of Carthusian life.
Once considered mysterious and hidden, the Carthusian lifestyle is
brought a little further into the light for all to see. After all, our Lord
Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:14-16) instructed the
disciples,
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under
a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where it gives light
to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”
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THE ROOM DEDICATED TO THE CARTHUSIAN ORDER

The world today continues to thirst for the Word of God; to hear
the Good News; to see the Presence of our Lord. With the Dedication
of the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center, the Carthusian Order provides a tremendous service by continuing to bring hope for those
seeking the hear the Wisdom of God. In 1 Corinthians 2:6-10 we
read:
“Yet we do speak a wisdom to those who are mature, but not
a wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are
passing away. Rather, we speak God’s wisdom, -- mysterious,
hidden, which God predetermined before the ages for our
glory, and which none of the rulers of this age knew; for if
they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. But as it is written: “What eye has not seen, and ear
has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart,
what God has prepared for those who love Him,” this God
has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God.”
The silent witness of these monks speaks volumes of their dedication and love for God and for neighbor. “Yes, like the eyes of a
servant on the hand of his master, like the eyes of a maid on the hand
of her mistress, so our eyes are on the Lord our God, till we are
shown favor” (Psalm 123:2). In a world that often may otherwise
seem to be consumed with darkness, there is great comfort knowing
that the Saint Bruno Scenic Visitor Center has been constructed so
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that visitors from all over may come and see the beauty of the outside
world, but even more so, to catch a glimpse of the interior life in
which God’s Spirit dwells with us and within us.
Praised be Jesus Christ!
REV. MICHAEL HOBSON
Massachusetts
N
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
[SAINT CATHERINE’S MONASTERY, MT. SINAÏ, 6TH CENTURY]

— CARTHUSIAN BOOKLETS SERIES —

1. Two Letters and the Profession of Faith, by Saint Bruno.
2. Silence and Solitude: Two Essays on the 900th Anniversary of Saint
Bruno’s Death, by Cori Fugere Urban and Philip F. Lawler.

3. Architecture of Contemplation, by Robert H. Mutrux.
4. Carthusian Life and Its Inner Spirit. Reflections of a Former Retreatant.
5. Contemplatives in the Heart of the Church: The Solemn Teaching of
Pope Pius XI on the Apostolic Value of Carthusian Life.

6. The Solitary Life. A Letter of Guigo, Fifth Prior of the Grande Chartreuse. Introduced and Translated from the Latin by Thomas Merton.

7. Captivated by Him Who Is Only Love. Message of Pope John Paul II for
the Ninth Centenary of Saint Bruno’s Death, to Reverend Father Marcellin Theeuwes, Prior of Chartreuse, Superior General of the Carthusian Order, and to All Members of the Carthusian Family.

8. Carthusian Saints, by a Carthusian Monk.
9. Saint Bruno as Seen by His Contemporaries: A Selection of Contributions to the Funeral Parchment. Translated by a Carthusian Monk.

10. The ‘Silent’ Summer of 1944: The Martyrdom of Carthusians Who Hid
Refugees from the SS Military Troops, by Giuseppina Sciascia
(L’Osservatore Romano).

11. Carthusian Nuns, by the Nuns of the Charterhouse of Notre Dame,
France.

12. The Silent Life of the Carthusians: A Modern Version of the Classic
Text, by Thomas Merton.

13. The Charterhouse of the Transfiguration: Two Historical Essays: Professor Kent Emery, Jr. and Analecta Cartusiana. With a Picture History.

14. Saint Bruno, Pilgrim of the Absolute: Carthusians Reflect on Their Father and Their Life: 1. La Grande Chartreuse and Serra San Bruno.

15. Saint Bruno, Pilgrim of the Absolute: Carthusians Reflect on Their Father and Their Life: 2. The Charterhouse of the Transfiguration.
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16. Saint Bruno, Pilgrim of the Absolute: Carthusians Reflect on Their Father and Their Life: 3. The Houses of the Nuns: Nonenque, Benifaçà,
and Notre Dame.

17. Saint Bruno, Pilgrim of the Absolute: Carthusians Reflect on Their Father and Their Life: 4. The Houses of the Nuns: Trinità, Vedana, and
the Annunciation.

18. God Alone Is the Source of True Peace. Pope John Paul II’s Visit to the
Town and Charterhouse of Serra San Bruno, Calabria, Italy, October 5,
1984.

19. The Beauty of Nature Opens up to the Graciousness of God. The Dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic Viewing Center atop Mount Equinox,
September 8, 2012 - Homily and Addresses.

20. A True Link between Heaven and Earth. The Dedication of the Saint
Bruno Scenic Viewing Center atop Mount Equinox, September 8, 2012
- Vermont Catholic and Burlington Free Press Articles.

21. A Beacon of Constant Prayer. The Dedication of the Saint Bruno Scenic
Viewing Center atop Mount Equinox, September 8, 2012 - Reflections
and Thoughts.

22. The Plenitude of Eucharistic Love. The Letter of Pope Paul VI to the
Minister General of the Carthusian Order, 1971.

23. A Dwelling Place Worthy of God. Saint Bruno and Saint Hugh, Bishop
of Grenoble, Founder and Co-Founder of the Carthusian Order.

24. Finding the Essential in Silence. Pope Benedict XVI’s Visit to the
Town and Charterhouse of Serra San Bruno, Calabria, Italy, October 9,
2011.

25. The Fire of Divine Charity. Spiritual Letters of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux and Saint Catherine of Siena to Carthusian Monks.

26. I Come to Express to Your Community the Esteem and Encouragement
of the Holy See. Two Episcopal Addresses to Carthusian Monks.

27. The Cross Stands while the World Turns. The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Sermon to Commemorate the Carthusian Martyrs, at Charterhouse, London, May 4, 2010.

28. Saint Bruno, by Dom André Louf, O.C.S.O.
29. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson:
1. At the Threshold of Prayer.
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30. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson:
2. Prayer in Solitude.

31. Personal Prayer, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson:
3. Prayer and Communion.

32. He Had to Renounce a Great Human Love for a Greater Love. Memories of Our Former Prior Dom Raphael Diamond, Written by His Friend
Dr. Alice von Hildebrand.

33. The Life of Christ Rosary, also Known as the Carthusian Rosary. At-

tributed to Dominic of Prussia. 2nd edition. Compiled and Introduced by
Daniel Frattarelli.

34. Saint Bruno’s Own Words. Sermons by Reverend Father Dom André
Poisson for the 9th Centenary of Saint Bruno’s Arrival at Chartreuse,
Given at La Grande Chartreuse, 1983-1984: 1. Sermons I-V (1983).

35. Saint Bruno’s Own Words. Sermons by Reverend Father Dom André

Poisson for the 9th Centenary of Saint Bruno’s Arrival at Chartreuse,
Given at La Grande Chartreuse, 1983-1984: 2. Sermons VI-X (1984).

36. The Prayer of the Heart, by Reverend Father Dom André Poisson.
37. The Interior Life, by a Carthusian Monk.
38. Like a Voice Crying Out in the Desert: The Meeting at la Grande Chartreuse, by His Eminence Robert Cardinal Sarah and Reverend Father
Dom Dysmas de Lassus, with Nicolas Diat.

39. Contemplatives and the Crisis of Faith, Message by a Group of Contemplatives to the Synod of Bishops of 1967.

40. Driving to the Sky: A Visit to Mount Equinox Offers History, Panorama,
Gifts and Solitude, by Telly Halkias, Independent Journalist, 2018.

41. Praying for the World: The Monastery Above Manchester Village, by
Anita Rafael, in Stratton Magazine, Holiday 2017.
To order any of these booklets or other Carthusian items, please contact
the gift shop (please, not the monastery) at: 1A Saint Bruno Drive, Arlington, Vermont 05250. Email: carthusiangiftshop@comcast.net Phone: 802362-1114 Fax: 802-362-3346.
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AN EARLY PHOTO OF THE MONASTERY

Charterhouse of the Transfiguration
Carthusian Monastery
1084 Ave Maria Way
Arlington, VT 05250
Fax: 802-362-3584
E-Mail: carthusians_in_america@chartreuse.info
http://transfiguration.chartreux.org

CARTHUSIAN EMBLEM
— 13TH CENTURY —
A GLOBE SURMOUNTED BY THE CROSS
WITH SEVEN STARS SYMBOLIZING SAINT BRUNO
AND HIS FIRST FOLLOWERS
THE LATIN MOTTO RUNS AS FOLLOWS
“STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS”
WHICH MEANS

“THE CROSS STANDS FIRM, WHILE THE WORLD TURNS”

